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Family Slumber Party

Climb into your coziest pajamas, roll out the sleeping 
bags and dim the lights. 

A bedtime story routine can be a treasured part of the 
parent/child relationship. It is a quiet time to connect at 
the end of a busy day. 

Have everyone in the family select a book to bring to 
the slumber party. Take turns sharing your favourite 
bedtime story.  

Snuggle up even 
closer together 
by reading in the 
dark by �ashlight. 

Write a Letter to a Favourite Author

   Is there a book or a series of books 
   that has made a big impression 
   on your child? Why not write to 
   the author and let them know!
 
Have a conversation with your child about questions they 
may have for the author. The following sample questions 
may jumpstart the conversation:

• Where do you �nd your inspiration?
• Are your characters based on real people?
• How long does it take you to write a book?

Perhaps your child would be interested in sharing an 
alternate ending to a favourite story or a prediction for 
what may have happened ‘once the story is over.’

Many authors have websites that provide information 
about themselves and their works and some even  
include interactive games and activities.
 
                Post your child’s letter and hope for a reply!
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Board Games

Classic board games o�er both literacy bene�ts and 
promote positive social interactions. Take an hour together 
as a family to have fun playing games such as:

Scrabble (spelling, adding)

Monopoly (counting, reading)

Life (counting, reading)

Taboo (reading, critical thinking)

Snakes and Ladders (counting)

Card games such as Crazy Eights or Go Fish 
(number recognition, counting, strategy)

Trivial Pursuit for Kids (reading)

Boggle (spelling)

Battleship (coordinate grids, strategy)

Scattergories (reading, critical thinking)

Sora by OverDrive

CDSBEO is extremely excited to promote Sora, an online 
library where families can access eBooks and
audiobooks FREE! Parents and children can download the 
Sora app on any device.

Please note that OverDrive automatically grants students 
access to eBooks and AudioBooks that are appropriate 
for their age. OverDrive resources are divided into three 
categories: Juvenile, Young Adult and Adult.

Grade Level               Accessible Categories
JK to 6                            Juvenile and Young Adult
7 to 12                            Juvenile, Young Adult and Adult

Parents are encouraged to share this app with their 
children for family reading time on iPads, smart phones 
and tablets. Parents also have access to parenting books, 
cookbooks, and audiobooks.



Get Dramatic

Dramatizing a storybook can provide your child with an 
opportunity to use their imagination, practice reading 
with expression and work cooperatively with others.

Simple stories with well-de�ned characters in problematic 
situations are a great place to start, particularly with 
younger children (think The Three Little Pigs). 

Why not think bigger by…

Creating costumes for 
the production.

Inviting guests in to see 
the play (e.g., grandparents, neighbours or friends).
 
Creating a storyboard that highlights the main events 
of the story.

                         Creating a poster advertising the play.

Plan a Family Meal

Involve your child in the process of getting a family meal 
on the table. Not only are there various ways to integrate 
literacy into the practice, it promotes a special sense of 
togetherness and can give your child a sense of 
satisfaction in knowing that they have contributed to 
the family in a positive way.

Begin by researching Canada’s Food Guide on the internet. 
Encourage your child to create a nutritious meal. 

Consult cookbooks to �nd appropriate recipes.

Read grocery store �yers to plan your trip to the store and 
to identify good deals.

               Have your child make a 
               grocery list.

               Take your child to the 
               grocery store and have 
               them help to locate the 
               necessary items.

Cook a lovely meal with your child and enjoy it as a family.
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I Spy

Most of us are familiar with the classic game of I Spy. 
It’s very easy to add a literacy spin to the game and can 
be done in a variety of ways.

1. Challenge your child to spy items 
     that either begin or end with a 
     certain letter sound.
2. Challenge your child to identify 
     items that have a certain number 
     of syllables.
3. Ask your child to spy things with a 
     particular shape or size.
4. Allow your child to take the lead by choosing the I Spy 
     item and conducting the round.
5. Challenge your child to spy things that have a certain 
     number of letters.
6. As your child is playing along, encourage them to record 
     their answers in writing. 

Reading Responses through LEGO©

After reading a story to your child, have them craft a 
response to the reading through a LEGO© construction. 
Children who have di�culty expressing their ideas may 
relish the opportunity to show their thinking using this 
more interactive approach. 

When the piece is �nished, have your child describe it to 
you.  Being able to use their LEGO© creations as a 
touchstone will help them to verbalize their thinking. 

The following are some prompts to use:
• What do you think is the turning point in the story?
• When did the main character demonstrate bravery?
• What part of the book made the biggest impression on you?
• What was your favourite part of the story? Why?



PicCollage©

PicCollage© is a free app that allows 
you to add special e
ects and text 
to photos. This app can be used in 
a variety of ways to enhance 
learning.

“This is My Family” –  Have your 
child snap photos of family 
members, arrange them into a collage and add a line 
or two of text describing each person.

“A Day in the Life of My Pet” – Have your child take a few 
photos of the family pet and describe their typical day.

Use the app to create a reminder of important routines 
or tasks around the house. Example: “In the morning I eat 
my breakfast, I brush my teeth and I pack my backpack.” 
Each task would feature a photo of your child engaged 
in the task.

Go on a photo scavenger hunt with your child looking for 
target items (things with a common shape or colour, those 
with symmetry, things in sets, signs of spring, etc.). Once 
they have their photographs, they can arrange them in 
PicCollage© and add text.

Literacy on the Move

Whether it’s on the way to hockey, piano lessons, dance 
class or to Grandma’s house, much of our time is spent 
in the car. 

How can we make the most of these ‘in-between’ times?

Prepare a tote bag �lled with books, crossword puzzles or 
Sudoku puzzles that can remain in the car.

Challenge your child to read 
signs or identify out-of-
province license plates.

Listen to a digital book.

Quiz your child on math facts.

Listen to Talk Radio and discuss the topics with your child.
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