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VENUS - A STAR?

The planet Venus is often thought of as a star - the
first one to appear at night (so it is often called the
Fvening Star) and the last one to fade in the morning
sunlight (so it is also called the Morning Star).
Because of this, the planet has been part of the
stories of many ditferent cultures.

This video is a reminder about the importance of stars and
planets to Indigenous traditions and historical connections




THE WOMAN WHO MARRIED MORNING STAR
A FIRST NATIONS CREATION STORY

According to the Siksika tradition, it was in the summer when two girls went
outside of their lodqe 0 sleep. The qirls awoke before morning, and one of them

nq after, the same two




THE WOMAN WHO MARRIED MORNING STAR

After some time, she gave birth to a child. lo pass the time, she would go out every day to
dig roots and turnips._ohe could go anywhere in the sky, but her hushand would not allow

her to dig up a certain large turnip. But one day, the temptation was too great. she could
what was underneath. Looking through a hole in the
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DIG DEEPER

- is explained in the story!

- are some Symbols in the story? Explain



INDIGENOUS CONNECTIONS & COMPARISONS
AUSTRALIAN PERGPECTIVE ON VENUS

"Venus is-commanly known in many Aboriginal and Torres Strait
| vening otar




INDIGENOUS CONNECTIONS & COMPARISONS
AUSTRALIAN PERGPECTIVE ON VENUS

Arrernte mothers warn their children not to look at the Morning or Evening Star,
as the celestial parents might mistake them for their lost child and carry them away to the
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DIG DEEPER

- is explained in the story!

- are some Similarities in the Australian story compared to the Siksika



o0 WHERE 1y VENUS, ANYWAY?

Venus is so bright, it is often mistaken for a star, a plane, or
evena UF0l When it's visible, the planet is the brightest
object in the night sky

Venus's orbit is closer to the sun than tarth, and so Venus
s visible before and after sunrise, depending on where it is
in its orbit. That is why Venus is referred to as either an
‘evening star’ or ‘'morning star”




* Lok just above the moon, and you should be able to see

HOW CAN I Venus as a tiny brilliant pinpoint of light

e Venus will appear to be 6.5 from the moon

0T VENUS? | = ters 8 e

e Venus doesn' rise higher than 46°

Measuring the sky
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Type

Size (diameter)

Mass

Length of a year (orbital period)
Number of moons

Average distance from the Sun

Temperature

T ABOUT VENTS

Rocky planet

12104 km, or 957 the size of Earth

4868 < 10" kg, or 877 the mass of ath

1247 days

108,208,000 km

Approximately 460 degrees Celsius
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depending on its orbit. Venus is Earth's
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A computer-qenerated, three-dimensional

perspective view of Venus (NAGA).




PHOTO OF VENUS FROM EARTH

A nightscape photo on the banks of Bow River “at the paint called
Blackfoot Crossing, the traditional heart of the Siksika first Nation land.
Here, the Bow River runs north-south for a stretch and the highway

st into the evening twilight, as if off into the




VENUS AND CELEBRATION

e Lunar (alendar and the Importance of Venus The oral histories of Indigenous peoples
thidughout the Americas include references to the sun, moon, stars, and planets.

ed with political and cultural events that
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https://www.on-core.ca/segment/c15925
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVmY1X6BRxM&t=105s

PODCAST POSOIBILITIES

rrom CBC Unreserved, the podcast “Skywatch” discusses

Ql ﬁﬁx sz Indigenous astronomy, the first Indigenous astronaut, and

o how Indigenous people are reframing the way we look at the



https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/indigenous-ways-of-knowing/id1448937898?i=1000448845905
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Nhv Indigenous AStronomy is a thorouqn and rascinating article


https://www.ontarioparks.com/parksblog/indigenous-astronomy/
https://soundcloud.com/scifri/ways-of-knowing-written-in-the-stars
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