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INDIGENOUS EDUCATION DAY 2021

• Consider:
• Using Inquiry-based questions that 

engage the learner with Indigenous 
perspective

• Raising awareness of Indigenous 
content, Indigenous history and 
Indigenous perspectives in our own 
communities

• “Moving to Action” as we learn true 
history and acknowledge present-
day issues

Look Up with Wilfred Buck!



Moon Teachings of the Anishinaabe
“According to the teachings of the Anishinaabe culture of 
central North America, the first of all the mothers, Nokomis 
or Grandmother Moon, dwells in the heavens near her 
daughter, Mother Earth. From there, Nokomis keeps watch 
over her children, gently leading them through the night. 
Mother Earth nourishes and cares for all her children in the 
plant, animal, and human worlds. Just as life comes from 
Mother Earth, it returns to her, completing the circle of life. 
Each day, Grandfather Sun, the "one who brings morning", 
gives light and warmth to his children. Together, Mother 
Earth and Grandfather Sun provide the gift of life to all. The 
heartbeat of Mother Earth is echoed in the drumbeat of the 
Anishinaabe. Even Wolf, who sings to the Moon, bids us not 
to forget our beginnings with Nokomis, our Grandmother.” 



Mohawk Moon Teachings

“According to the teachings of the 
Haudenosaunee, May is the month of flower 
moon—the fifth moon of Creation. It is where 
all plants display their Spirit sides for all the 
world to see. This life-giving energy is one the 
most powerful healing medicines on Mother 
Earth. During this moon we are encouraged to 
explore our Spiritual essences.”



Moon Teachings: 
Radio & Video Introductory Information 

(Educator PD & Context Building)

• "Inuit Moons": CBC Unreserved interviews Michael Kusugak, an Inuit author who has 
named 4 moons surrounding Saturn. Read and hear his story!

• Moon Teachings: CBC Unreserved highlights Sherry Copenace of Ojibways of 
Onigaming First Nation as she shares teachings on the Grandmother Moon and 
specifically, May’s “Flower Moon” or, known in Anishinaabe as:Waabigoowene. 

• Renewing the Relationship with Elder Renee Thomas-Hill: a short video from 
Indigenous Students Health Sciences Department at McMaster illustrating moon 
phases according to a Mohawk perspective and our symbolic and significant 
relationship with Grandmother Moon and Skyworld.

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/names-erased-how-indigenous-people-are-reclaiming-what-was-lost-1.5774315/this-inuit-author-named-4-of-saturn-s-moons-here-s-what-he-wants-to-name-next-1.5774641
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=external&v=1172763372747854
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sa287D_Nmoc


Achakapis: Little Spirit
by Wilfred BuckWatch and listen to 

Wilfred Buck as he 
speaks of Achakapis
(Little Spirit) who 
resides on the full 
moon. Achakapis
reminds us to treat 
others and our world 
with inclusion and 
respect. 



Suggestions for Learning: Grades 9-10

• Oral History and Astronomy The oral histories of 
Indigenous peoples throughout the Americas include 
references to the sun, moon, stars, and planets.

• First Indigenous Man in Space is the journey of John 
Herrington and chronicles his trip to space. 

(Please have On-Core open first before clicking on link – Find it in your Apps!)

https://www.on-core.ca/segment/c15925/3246
https://www.on-core.ca/segment/c17759/3246


Final Questions to Consider:

Ways of Knowing is a link to an online 
interview with Wilfred Buck and 
focuses on Indigenous astronomy and 
science as part of Reconciliation.

Suggestions for Learning: 
Grades 9-10

https://soundcloud.com/scifri/ways-of-knowing-written-in-the-stars


Fun Facts for the Moon in May!
• Keep watch after sunset on May 15th 

where there will be a conjunction 
between the waxing crescent moon and 
Mars. Just after 11:00pm, you can view 
the moon and Mars very close together 
in the sky!

• The full moon on May 26th will be a 
SUPERMOON! A Supermoon happens 3-4 
times per year, where the disc of the 
moon is 14% larger than normal. 

• Get up early on May 26th to view a 
partial lunar eclipse! At 4:48 am the 
eclipse will begin – the sun will only be 
partially locked, so it is called a 
Penumbral Eclipse. A piece of the moon 
will appear darker during this time – like 
someone has taken a bite out of it!



Some Extra Info on 
the Sky, Science and 

the Indigenous 
Perspective:

• A short video on the Cycle of the Moon

• Indigenous Astronomy is a through and fascinating article through Ontario Parks that reinforces 
the reasoning behind the resurgence of astronomy from an Indigenous perspective.

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/from-star-wars-to-stargazing-1.3402216/cree-mythology-written-in-the-stars-1.3402227
http://livingknowledge.anu.edu.au/html/educators/02_questions.htm
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1479546/
https://www.ontarioparks.com/parksblog/indigenous-astronomy/


Find Wilfred 
Buck’s Official 

Site here:



A 
Reminder 

of 
Wilfred’s 
work on 

the 
Stories of 
the Stars

***
Film Preview:
Legends of 

the Northern 
Sky

https://www.biganddigital.com/legends-of-the-northern-sky/


2020-2021 Indigenous Theme: 

Skyworld
Click on the stars below for links to our 

Skyworld resources!

December

November

October

January

February

March

April

June

Stay tuned for 

Atima Atchakosuk: The Dog Stars in June!
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